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Watch and learn.

In this issue:

Dear “Club Kids” Families,

Have you had a chance to play in the snow yet? Have you
read any good books lately? The Network Knowledge Educator
Team always looks forward to the winter season because it is a
great time to read, give, and to receive good books. We also look
forward to the opportunity to recommend some of our favorite
books and activities to the students we visit, Club Kids members,
and young viewers. We also want YOU to recommend YOUR fa-
vorite books to us. Please visit our website at networkknowl-
edge.tv. Click the ‘Literacy’ tab and then the ‘My favorite book’ link.
We will gather all the information we receive and include it in our
next Club Kids newsletter and our on-line Literacy page.

The book titles, activities and articles in this newsletter will help you
cope with the occasional bouts of “winter blues” and the boredom
your little ones may experience when they can’t get out and play as
often as they would like.

We hope you take time to attend our Springfield Fun Time
Station in January (details below.) Parents, stay tuned for our
January 19, 2009 roll-out of all of our digital programming. Have a
safe and happy holiday season.

Keep reading and keep watching!
Mrs. Lovdahl & the Network Knowledge Educator Team
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Save the date for
Springfield Fun Time
Station

Start a Preschool “Read
Aloud” book club
Healthy Snack Ideas
“Martha Speaks”
Doughnut Snowmen
Early Math

Sharing Poetry
Volunteer Opportunities!
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Area bookstores, libraries, and even Oprah Winfrey have successfully kicked off their own ver-
sions of book clubs for teens and adults. However, if you have little ones at home who love to be
read to, why not start your own Preschool “Read Aloud” Book Club featuring your favorite chil-
dren’s picture books?

Once a month, schedule a time parents and children in your
neighborhood or play group can get together and read aloud to-
gether. Each parent or caregiver can take turns featuring their cho-
sen “book club selection of the month”. Parent members can even
trade, or borrow their books until the next monthly get-together. Af-
ter the books are read, invite children to act out the stories while
they play and, or course, be sure to include a special book club
snack for everyone to enjoy. These meetings can be beneficial for
little ones by exposing them to a variety of books and social play
while providing some much needed “adult conversation time” for
parents and caregivers. Join today and get ready to “Read Aloud”!

Network Knowledge recommends the following book selections to help you get started:
- Piggy in the Puddle by Carlotte Pomerantz

On the Day You Were Born by Debra Fraiser

Charlie’s Checklist by Rory S. Lerman

All Fall Down by Helen Oxenbury

A Weekend with Wendell by Kevin Henkes

Llama Llama Red Pajama by Anna Dewdney
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What happens when a dog accidentally eats alplsabet? She learr
to talk! Martha inMartha Speakss outspoken, confident, smart and t
an amazing vocabulary. She loves learning — antgust new words.
The goal of the series is to increase childreres wocabulary; the words
they use when talking. Itis also designed to arage children to prac-

tice using new words on a daily basis.

Produced by the creators of Curious GeorgeAatidir, Martha

Speaks, is based on the children’s book seriesibgrEMeddaugh. The

series targets children ages 4 to 7.

Martha Speaksairs onNetwork Knowledgaveekdays at 10:00am and Sundays at 9:00am.

Get activities, video clips, lesson plans, and niarm the Parents & Teachers section of

www.pbskids.org/martha .

Literacy Tip:

Reading aloud is performing. Read a child’s book before you read it
aloud. You'll do a better job if you're familiar with what you're going to read. Enjoy!

Doughnut Snowmen
A special winter treat!
Recipe Ingredients :
- Small powdered dough-
nut
Powdered doughnut -
hole
Decorator’s gel
Pretzel or potato stick
Haviland Thin Mint
Peanut butter cup (miniature)

1. Set a powdered doughnut hole atop a mini pow-
dered doughnut, (For a taller version, use a pret-
zel stick or a potato stick to secure a second
doughnut hole atop the first.)

2. Use decorators’ gel to add a face, buttons, and a
carrot nose. (If the gel won't stick, try smoothing
the powder with a dab of water first.)

3. To add a top hat to a shorter snowman, stick a
small piece of a pretzel or potato stick through a
Haviland Thin Mint and into a peanut butter cup
miniature, then secure the hat in place on the
snowman.

Early Math

Graph Those Stickers!
Graphing stickers from your favorite fresh fruits from the

grocery store is a fun activity that gets the whole family in-
volved.
Materials:

8 1/2 x 11 piece of paper

Labels from the skins of fruits

Grocery store flyers

Marker

Glue stick or paste
Directions:
Don't throw away those sticky labels on fresh fruits, instead
use them to make a graph. At the top of your paper, write
“The Fruits We Eat”. Invite your child to cut out the pictures
of fruits from the grocery ads. Using a marker, make a
straight line down the left side of
the paper, and another across the
bottom. Paste fruit pictures on
bottom of page, and number the
left hand side of the page 1-10.
Using stickers or checks, keep
track of the fruit you eat, what you
eat most, and least. Have fun
learning together! For more early
math ideas, visit pbsparents.org.
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Sweet Corrby James Stevenson challenges
ideas about what poetry can be. These po-
ems celebrate ordinary experiences such as
eating sweet corn, going on a family trip, and
having a lemonade stand.

Laugh-eteriedby Douglas Florian. You and
your child will laugh out loud at Florian’s
outrageous poems. Simple pen and ink draw-
ings help make these hysterical poems come
to life.

Flicker Flashby Joan Bransfield Graham is a
collection of concrete or shape poems about
light. Each poem is shaped like a different
light source and celebrates that particular form
of light. From sun, to spotlight, to birthday
candles, these poems will intrigue all ages.



